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Sparks 


UST A YEAR AGO this time 

the automobile industry was 
holding its press previews—1942 
models of motor cars were on dis- 
play and automobile editors from 
all sections of the country were 
circuit-chasing. But how different 
these previews were from those of 
other years! Manufacturers, up to 
their ears in war work, were 
proudly displaying their contribu- 
tions to the defense of the nation— 
the tail was wagging the dog, so 
to speak, for the showing of the 
new cars was only incidental. The 
last press party was held by Nash 
in Chicago, and it was the only one 
in which the automobile itself held 
the center of the stage. After that 
party I came home and dry-docked 
for repairs in Detroit’s Woman's 
Hospital—tramping through plants, 
looking over the production of war 
material proved my undoing. So 
much has happened since that one 
feels that the introduction of the 
new car models must have been 
three or four years ago! 


THESE DAYS, or rather nights, 
I sit by the fireside at home, 
figuratively speaking, and twiddle 
the buttons on the radio. My 
favorite program, of course, is Gen- 
eral Motors “Cheers From _ the 
Camps” on Tuesday night, in my 
opinion, the greatest morale-builder 
of any of them. Comes next is 
Detroit WJR’s “In Our Opinion,” 
with George Cushing as moderator, 
an air forum sponsored by Leo 
Fitzpatrick’s WJR station and the 
Detroit Free Press. 

The last one I listened to was 
particularly interesting to me be- 
cause it was on a subject involving 
the automotive industry. It dis- 
cussed better teamwork among 
management, labor and govern- 
ment, with Harvey Fruehauf, presi- 
dent of the Fruehauf Trailer Co., 
and R. J. Thomas, president of 
UAW-CIO, doing most of the talk- 
ing. In my opinion, Fruehauf 
made Thomas say “ouch” on sev- 
eral points, for the labor man 
apparently forgot that unity was 
the theme and adenoidally dis- 
coursed on labor’s grievances until 
checked by the moderator. 

* 


A STRONG POINT brought out 
by Fruehauf, and one that I can’t 
remember having heard before, was 
scored by the trailer manufacturer 
when he said: “We are all busi- 
nesses made up of customers. 
When labor goes out to buy, it 
would not stand for a gang-up 
on them to pay the prices for their 
food, clothes, groceries and auto- 
mobiles like we do as employers. 
When we are buying labor, we are 
the customer of labor, and we must 
be in the driver’s seat to get 
right performance.” 

In other words, when industry 
is buying labor it is a customer, 
and when labor is buying automo- 
biles, labor is the customer. Each 
side has something to sell, and the 
matter of profits does not enter 
into the argument. It’s an axiom: 
“the customer always is right.” 

* Ed ok 

AND ON the Dupont “Cavalcade” 
program I heard Dr. Charles A. 
Stine, vice-president of Dupont, 
predict that the postwar car will 
use sealed cooling systems which 
will do away with the nuisance of 
adding water to radiators; that 
weights may be half what they 
are today; that the power output 
of a cubic inch of piston displace- 
ment may be double, triple and 
even quadruple; fuels yielding 50 
miles to the gallon, and that gaso- 
line may be displaced by a superior 
petroleum product. 

Curis SINSABAUGH 
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Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 
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National Gas Rationing Due This Fall 


35 MPH Speed Limit, More Recaps and Tires, Expansion of Rubber 
Program Asked by Baruch Committee; FDR Ready to Act; 
ODT Takes Over Control of All Trucks, Buses 


Nationwide gasoline rationing and a 
Nationwide Fuel 35 mile-per-hour speed limit—which 
Rationing, 35 mph President Roosevelt said late Thurs- 
Speed Limit Due day would be put into effect as 
rapidly as _ possible—was_ recom- 
mended last week by the Baruch rubber committee. 
Robert Horton, deputy OPA administrator, estimated that 
it would be “a number of weeks” before OPA could begin 
rationing of gasoline on a nationwide basis, due in part to 
delay in printing ration books. It was assumed that start 
of car gasoline rationing would coincide with ODT’s new 
regulations on commercial vehicles, announced earlier in 
the week and which will take effect on Nov. 15. 


Besides recommending an expansion of the synthetic 
rubber program, the Baruch committee recommended: 
1. Average annual mileage per car be held to about 5,000 
miles, and this to be permitted only for “necessary driv- 
ing”; 2. Expansion of present tire replacement program 
to provide sufficient recaps and new tires to maintain this 
minimum of essential driving and to prolong useful life 
of tires now on the road; 3. That no speed above 35 mph 
be permitted for cars and trucks, to prolong life of tires 
40 percent; 4. Compulsory periodic tire inspection; 5. An 
interim program of voluntary tire conservation until 
rationing and inspection are put into operation. 


xk 


Pointing out that “the existing situa- 
tion (is) so dangerous that unless cor- 
rective measures are taken immedi- 
ately, this country will face both a 

military and civilian collapse,” the 
President’s special committee proposed a_ seven-point 
synthetic rubber program, as follows: 


1. That there be no further substitutions in present 
plans; 2. The immediate authorization of an additional 
140,000 tons of buna-S production per year; 3. Immediate 
institution of a refinery conversion program to yield 
100,000 tons more of butadiene; 4. Immediate adjustment 
in rates of construction of present styrene and polymeriza- 
tion plants to promote maximum production of buna-S 
in 1943; 5. Construction of another plant for making 
20,000 tons of neoprene annually; 6. Erection of a 27,000- 
ton butadiene plant to utilize grain and an associated 
polymerization plant to produce 30,000 tons of buna-S, 
both to be placed near the center of grain production and 
construction to be started six months hence; 7. Erection 
immediately of plants to produce 100,000,000 gallons of 
alcohol yearly by use of recently developed apparatus, these 


7-Point Program 
Proposed for 
Synthetic Rubber 


News in Brief: 


Car Mileage has issued amendment No. 2 to 





WASHINGTON.—Private auto- 
mobiles accounted for more 
than six times the total passen- 
ger-miles of transportation pro- 
vided in the United States in 


1941 by all other means of 
transportation combined, accord- 
ing to the American Petroleum 
Institute. Transportation in pri- 


vate automobiles last year 
amounted to 501,000,000,000 pas- 
senger miles, compared with 
29,435,000,000 on railroads, 27,620,- 
000,000 on electric railways, 
25,651,000,000 in buses, and 
1,370,000,000 on domestic airlines. 


Repair Parts Order 
WASHINGTON.—In an effort 
to aid producers who must 
make up their production sched- 
ules in advance, the WPB’s 
Director General for Operations 


Limitation Order L-158, provid- 
ing that manufacturers of auto- 
motive replacement parts may 
schedule production as if orders 
received by them had a rating 
of AA2X. The amendment is 
necessary because producers of 
replacement parts do not sell 
on rated orders, and provision 
must be made so that they can 
make up their production sched- 
ules, before the ratings are in- 
dividually assigned to them. 


Bus Shortage 

CHICAGO.—A serious short- 
age in transit facilities will arise 
next year unless the government 
permits immediate construction 
of new buses and street cars, 
Managing Director Charles Gor- 
don told the American Transit 
Assn. at its annual meeting here 
last week. 





How Long Before 
It’s Necessary? ... 


To halt pirating and migration to other jobs, the 
War Manpower Commission last week forbade workers 
in the lumber and nonferrous metals industries in 
12 Western states to switch jobs without permission of 
the U. S. Employment Service. Canada has given its 


employment service control over all labor for duration. 
x *k * 

In the automotive mechanic field, the industry is 
about ready to launch with great fanfare a nationwide 
campaign to induce the auto mechanic to stay on his 
present job and thereby contribute his essential services 


to America’s war effort. The War Manpower Commis- 
sion, in a letter to AUTOMOTIVE NEws two weeks ago, 
pointed out “the necessity of maintaining an adequate 
force of skilled mechanics to keep civilian motor cars 
operating—this is an important part of our war effort.” 

USES has ordered its personnel to cease threatening 
auto mechanics into war jobs. General Hershey, director 
of Selective Service, has classified automobile mechanics 
as one of 34 essential occupations as a guide to local 
draft boards in granting individual deferments. 

x *k * 

All of which is commendable—and produce the 
desired results, it is hoped. 

But we wonder how soon it will be necessary to 
freeze auto mechanics in their jobs, to prevent a 
bog-down in America’s transportation system—and 
America’s war effort. 


plants also to be erected near grain-producing areas and 
at places where water transportation is available. 

The committee said one note of optimism was _per- 
missible, however. It explained that if the synthetic 
rubber program it outlined were fulfilled with reasonable 
expectancy it might be possible to ease up on rubber- 
conservation-through-gas-rationing before end of 1943. 
_ Amplifying its proposals for further restrictions on 

civilian use of automobiles, the committee said that even 
the curtailment of driving which it contemplated would 
be insufficient without intensification of such conservation 
methods as car pooling, sharing of rides, and government 
purchase of extra tires from those who do not need them 
for resale to war workers, farmers, etc. 

x *&* *& 

Office of Defense Transportation last 
week took over control of the nation’s 
5,000,000 trucks, buses and taxicabs. 
The drastic action, effective Nov. 15, 
will be operated through rationing of 
gasoline, tires and parts, and will supplement conservation 
regulations already in effect. 

_Vehicles affected—all types of trucks and other vehicles 
built for transporting property (except motorcycles), and 
all vehicles used in the transportation of passengers or 
which are available for public rental—will be required to 
carry a certificate of war necessity which will control 
mileage and loads, purchases of tires, tubes and parts. 
Specifically exempted are commercial vehicles operated by 
or under direction of the armed forces; vehicles operated 
by dealers exclusively for demonstration purposes; and 
motor vehicles under 8-passenger capacity used for: 
group riding to and from work. 

x k * 
ODT’s order, of such sweeping propor- 

Periodic Checks tions that the agency may direct all 

Required on operations of commercial vehicles, pro- 
Affected Vehicles vides that every affected vehicle must 

be checked every 5,000 miles, or 60 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 3) 


ODT in Control 
Of All Trucks, 
Buses, Taxis 
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OPA Aets on Cars— 


Regions to Control 
Reserve Quotas 


state reserves without satisfying all 
demand under rationing. 


This change is made in order to 








Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON.—OPA announced 
last week that reserve quotas of 








passenger automobiles will be as- 
signed monthly hereafter to re- 
gional OPA administrators, for use 


in supplementing the allotments to 


states that exhaust quotas and 


Dealers Urged 
To Demand GEP 


Before Delivery 


DETROIT. — Conservation Order 


M-100 permits dealers to transfer 
trucks to holders of government 
exemption permits which are issued 
by WPB to the Army, Navy, Ma- 
rine Corps, Maritime Commission, 
Panama Canal, Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, Civil Aeronautics Admin- 
istration, National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Aeronautics, 
Scientific Research and Develop- 
ment, or for export. 

Dealers are cautioned by NADA 
that they should insist upon hav- 
ing the government exemption per- 
mit turned over to them before 
they make delivery of the truck. 


The reason for this, according to 
NADA, is that a case occurred last 
week where a dealer obtained a 
valid Army purchase order which 
stated on its face that the permit 
would be delivered when received, 
and the dealer delivered the trucks 
after the usual final inspection. 
After taking delivery of the trucks 
the Army later cancelled the con- 
tract when it discovered it did not 
want these particular units and 
defended its position on the ground 
that the dealer had no right to 
deliver the trucks without obtain- 
ing the government exemption 
permit. 

This caused the dealer involved 
a great deal of trouble and 
expense. Dealers should guard 
against this happening to them. 


Plastics Firms Group 
Certified by WPB 

NEW YORK.—WPB has ecerti- 
fied the Plastic War Production 
Assn., a group of leading plastics 
firms in this area, “as a war pro- 
duction association appropriate in 
form and character to the fulfill- 
ment of the objectives of the War 
Production Board.” 

With headquarters at 122 East 
42nd St., the association’s purpose 
is to pool the engineering, research 
and manufacturing facilities of its 
members for the benefit of the 
various government branches plac- 
ing war contracts. Membership 
includes plastics concerns whose 
facilities are widely varied as to 
types of work. By coordinating the 
combined facilities of the group, 
it was stated, “the maximum con- 
tribution to the war effort is made.” 





OPA Halts Car Sales 


To Out-of-State Buyers 

DETROIT.—OPA has directed 
all state registrars to refuse to 
issue certificates of titles on 1942 
cars by reason of permits to 
purchase issued by ration boards 
located outside their particular 
states. 

While the order is said to be 
temporary (to correct abuses), 
the directive actually suspends 
interstate commerce laws by 
compelling persons to purchase 
cars in localities where their 
ration boards are located, and 
the order likewise suspends ra- 
tioning regulations which state 
clearly that the holder of a 
ration card may purchase any- 
where. 

Meaning a lot of more red 

tape for dealers, the order now 
requires dealers to report the 
‘full facts explaining why an 
out-of-state buyer came to a 
certain state to purchase a car; 
if OPA is satisfied the case is 
legitimate, it will issue a special 
order to clerk of court to 
register such title. 

Particularly hit are cities lo- 
cated near borders of other 
states. 





Office of 


put administration of state quota 
adjustments into the hands of the 
eight regional offices, which are in 
a better position to know local 
conditions and needs. Before the 
change was made, applications for 
additional state quotas had to be 
made to OPA headquarters in 
Washington. 

Under the new setup, neither the 
state nor the national reserves will 
be discontinued and a regional ad- 
ministrator whose reserve is ex- 
hausted in supplementing state 
allotments, may apply for addi- 
tional assignments from the na- 
tional reserve. 

Provision for the regional re- 
serve is made in Amendment No. 
















































tive Sept. 10. 

Dealers Support 
es 

Scrap Drive 

INDIANAPOLIS. — With this 
county’s scrap drive in progress, 
more than 100 automobile dealers 
here are throwing their support 
behind the movement to collect 
rubber and metal. 

Dealers are placing wooden bins 
in front of their establishments, 
where citizens may deposit rubber 
or metal. Robert D. Johnson, 
president of the Johnson Chevro- 
let Co., is head of the automobile 


dealers association, sponsoring the 
the movement. 


Asks U. S. to Supervise 
Accident Prevention 

NEW YORK.—Backing of auto- 
mobile, petroleum and insurance 
interest for the proposed creation 


of a permanent national highway 
accident prevention research and 


support of public funds, would as- 
sume leadership in coordinating 
federal-state highway accident pre- 


R. DeSilva, research associate, In- 


University, as author of “Why We 
Have Automobile Accidents,” a 
394-page volume just published 


“Only through the leadership of 
some firmly established and inde- 
pendent federal organization,” he 
believes, “lies much hope of im- 
proving the science of accident 
prevention and of gaining the 
necessary public support to apply 
it successfully in our democratic 
society.” 


Canton Dealers Sell 
122 Cars in Aug. 

CANTON, O.—New cars number- 
ing 122 were disposed of by Stark 
County dealers last month, accord- 
ing to the report of Clerk of Courts 
Frank Sherrard. 

In all, 2,941 certificates were filed 
during the month, including 122 
new cars, 740 used cars sold by 
dealers and 2,079 disposed of in 
individual transfers. 


Fuel Sales Off 20% 


ST. LOUIS.—The effect of tire ra- 
tioning on Missouri motorists is be- 
ginning to show up in gasoline tax 
collections. The State Oil department 
reports that revenues for July totaled 
$1.137.204. as compared to the $1,429,559 
for the same month last year, a 
decrease of 20 percent. Total collec- 


tions for the first seven months of 
1942 were $7,786.849, as compared with 
$8,831,726 for the same period in 1941. 


Obituaries— 


Charles A, Lewis 


NEW YORK.—Charles A. Lewis, 55, 
assistant director of public relations 
for General Motors Corp., died Sept. 7 
in the Le Roy Sanitarium here after 
a long illness. He became associated 
| with GM in 1927 and from that year 
| until 1932 he was assistant to the gen- 
;}eral manager of the export division. 
| On special assignment in 1932, he was 
active on the staff of Alfred P. Sloan 
| jr., then president of General Motors, 


' in the Share-the-Work Movement. 


16, to the New Passenger Automo- | 
bile Rationing Regulations, effec- | 


planning agency, which, with the | 


vention work, is urged by Harry | 


stitute of Human Relations, Yale | 


here by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. | 
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Bendix Realigns 
Its Executive 


Personnel Staff 


DETROIT.—A functional realign- 
ment of the executive staff of 
Bendix Aviation Corp., affecting 
operations of the company’s plants 
in this area, was announced last 
week by Ernest R. Breech, Bendix 
president. 

Promotions for several Bendix 
executives are covered by the an- 
nouncement, which includes ap- 
pointment of Charles Marcus, for- 
mer group executive over Eastern 
divisions, as_ vice-president in 
charge of engineering throughout 
the corporation, and appointment 
of D. O. Thomas, former Western 

















U.S. Gas Rationing Due Soon 


(Continued from Page 1) 


days whichever occurs first, for tire repairs, wheel align- 
ment, axles, engine inspection, etc. Local law-enforcement 
officers will cooperate by reporting violations to ODT, 
which may revoke certificates. OPA will issue coupons 
authorizing purchase of gasoline, tires and tubes. 
Joseph B. Eastman, ODT chief, said the certificates— 
which must be obtained from one of ODT’s regional 
offices—are designed to assure that: 1. Operations are 
confined to those necessary to the war effort or to essential 
domestic economy; 2. Operations be so conducted as to 
attain maximum use of the equipment; 3. Operators con- 
serve and use providently rubber and critical materials. 
Under the order, ODT may require a vehicle “to be 
operated in such a manner, for such purposes, and between 
such points as ODT shall from time to time direct’ re- 








gardless of “any contract, 


lease or other commitment 


expressed or implied, with respect to the operation of 


such commercial vehicle.” 


Amount of fuel to be allowed will be based on mileage 


allowed by ODT representatives in granting the original 
certificate. Through the information furnished by appli- 


cants, ODT will have on file complete data with respect to 
duties performed and average mileage traveled by every 
commercial vehicle in the country. Should commandeering 
by the military forces be deemed essential, ODT could 
simply go to its files and select the most available vehicles 
for transfer. When a certificate is issued for a fleet of 
vehicles (three or more cars operated by one person) a fleet 


unit certificate must be carried on each vehicle. 


ODT 


expects to increase from 50 to 150 its field offices to take 
care of the increased work. A weekly record must be 
kept by each operator of all operations of his truck. 

¥ 4 *¥ 

America’s synthetic rubber pro- 


750,000-Ton Rubber duction will 
750,000-ton per year pace by Nov. 


Output Pace Is 


be rolling at a 


Due by Nov., 1943 1, 1943, Dr. Albert L. Elder of 
the War Production Board re- 

ported to the American Chemical Society meeting in 
Buffalo last week. This total does not include duPont’s 


Neoprene, 
(N. J.) butyl. 


Dow Chemical’s Thiokol nor Standard Oil 
While the report covered butadiene, it is 


pointed out that butadiene comprises three-fourths of 
synthetic rubber and styrene the rest, and that only 
two or three days are required to complete the trans- 
formation from butadiene to rubber. 

The butadiene production starts this month, Dr. Elder 
said, with 13,300 tons coming in. November will add 9,500 
tons; January, 20,000; February, 20,000; March, 165,000; 
April, 135,000; May 40,000; June, 170,000; July, 40,000; 
August, 55,000 and October 50,000 for a total of 717,800 


tons. 
and petroleum the rest. 


Alcohol will supply 220,000 tons of this butadiene, 


x *k * 
With a gigantic radio kickoff set for 


*Save-Mechaniecs’ 
Drive to Cover 
Entire Industry 


early in October, the nationwide cam- 
paign to keep automotive mechanics on 
their jobs will embrace the entire serv- 


ice field, including dealers, jobbers and 


independent shops, it was learned last week. 


As men- 


tioned in AUTOMOTIVE NEws of Sept. 7, the drive is 
designed to educate mechanics and the public on the 
necessity for mechanics to stay on their jobs as their 
vital contribution to America’s war effort. 

The campaign, besides headlining a statement by a 
high federal official, will feature posters for service shops, 
national advertising, “essential-worker” buttons for me- 


chanics, pledge forms, = 


x * 


Possibility of more wildcat strikes in 


Roosevelt Puts 
Ban on Premium 
Pay for Sunday 


automotive war plants was eased last 
week with President Roosevelt’s an- 
nouncement that he had abolished all 


penalty premium-pay rates for Satur- 


days, Sundays and holidays. 


Roosevelt’s failure to act 


in his Labor Day speech, as expected, had placed UAW-CIO 
officials on the spot because Sept. 7 was the deadline set 
for other unions and workers to comply with UAW’s 
previous waiver of premium pay. Union officials feared 
a crop of wildcat strikes if they were forced to restore 
the premium-pay clause in auto contracts and met any 


resistance. 


Aug. Car Sales 
Total 133 Units 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—New car sales 
here in August, as reported by the 
San Antonio Automobile Trade 
Assn., totaled 133 units, with Buick 
continuing strong. Sales, accord- 
ing to individual makes, were as 
follows: 

Buick, 14; Cadillac, 2; Chevrolet, 
21 (and two commercial units and 
one truck); Chrysler, 2; Dodge, 9; 
Ford, 9 (and three commercial 
units and 25 trucks); GMC Truck, 


1; Hudson, 3; Lincoln-Zephyr, 1; 
Mercury, 4; Nash, 3; Oldsmobile, 5; 
Packard, 1; Plymouth, 8 (and three 
commercial units); Pontiac, 7; 
Studebaker, 9. Totals: 99 cars, 8 
commercial units and 27 trucks. 
Total, 133 units. 

The large truck count is due to 
an order filled by Herpel-Gillespie, 
Ford dealers, for 25 trucks. 

While dealers have been con- 


servative in their sales, many not) been 


selling their full quotas, business 


has continued good due to a large | dealers. 


and 
orders. 


steady volume of 
This city is fortunate in 













group executive, as vice-president 
of manufacturing in all Bendix 
plants from coast to coast. 
Malcolm P. Ferguson, former 
general manager of Bendix Prod- 
ucts division, South Bend, succeeds 
Thomas as vice-president and group 
executive of the Western group. 
Marvin A. Heidt is named as his 
staff assistant in charge of indus- 
trial relations, and also as chair- 
man of the Industrial Relations 
committee for the corporation. 


Raymond P. Lansing, general 
manager of Eclipse Aviation and 
Pioneer Instrument division at 
Bendix, N. J., was appointed vice- 
president and group executive in 
charge of Eastern divisions. G. R. 
Schenck, former acting manager 
of Marine division, is named as 
staff assistant to Lansing in charge 
of industrial relations for the 
Eastern group. 

Other promotions include: Arthur 
E. Raabe, former sales manager 
of Eclipse Aviation, becomes as- 
sistant general manager of Eclipse- 
Pioneer, and Kenneth MacGrath, 
formerly factory manager, is also 
named assistant general manager. 
At Bendix Radio division in Balti- 
more, Hugh Benet becomes general 
manager; at the Philadelphia divi- 
sion, N. B. McLean is appointed 
general manager; and in_ the 
Marine division, Brooklyn and Nor- 
wood, Mass., G. W. Smith jr., is 
named general manager. 


William L. McGrath is re- 
appointed vice-president of Bendix 
Aviation Corp. and general man- 
ager of Eclipse Machine division 
at Elmira, N. Y. At South Bend, 
T. W. Tinkham, formerly factory 
manager, is appointed’ general 
manager of the Products division, 
succeeding Ferguson, who will con- 
tinue to maintain his office in 
South Bend, however, as vice-presi- 
dent and Western group head. 


In coordinating the widely diver- 
sified engineering activities 
throughout all Bendix divisions, 
Marcus will be chairman of a 
newly-created General Engineering 
committee, and also will direct 
operations of the New Devices and 
Patent group. In this work he 
will be assisted by L. A. Hyland, 
formerly special Washington repre- 
sentative of the Radio division. 


Further broadening Bendix hori- 
zons in the engineering field, A. A. 
Kucher is appointed director of 
research and heads up a new re- 
search laboratory established in 
Detroit. 





F inancing Firms 


Are Hit Hard 


WASHINGTON.—Curtailment of 
consumer durable goods output and 
the credit restrictions imposed by 
the government will result in a net 
decline of roughly $3.5 billion of 
total short-term consumer debt 
during 1942, according to U. S. 
department of commerce estimates. 


The tremendous decline in total 
consumer short-term debt will have 
far-reaching effects upon consumer 
financing institutions. In fact, the 
resources of many consumer credit 
agencies are apt to become unem- 
ployed for lack of investment 
opportunities. As a result, many 
credit agencies may be forced to 
liquidate. 


Most seriously affected to date 
are sales finance companies whose 
principal source of revenue has 
in receivables arising from 
installment sales of automobile 
Since the beginning of 


service | September, 1941, sales finance com- 


pany holdings of retail automobile 


that it is a large military center | receivables have been cut in half. 
and this has played no small part | By the middle of 1943 such holdings 


in sales and service. 


| 
| 


will be practically non-existent. 
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Total Rises to 59— 
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1,300 War Plants Now || Price Adjustment Board 


17 More Auto Plants 
Get Army-Navy E 


DETROIT.—Already having re- 
ceived 42 of the 198 Army-Navy E 
awards given throughout the na- 
tion, the automotive industry last 
week received notification that 17 


Auto Industry’s ‘ 
Employment Is 


Over 800,000 


DETROIT.—Employment in the 
automotive industry is over the 
800,000 mark and is devoted almost 
entirely to war production, but is 
only 58.8 percent of its anticipated 
peak, according to the Automotive 





branch of the War Production 
Board. 
Reports from 242 companies, 


operating 686 plants and compris- 
ing 94 percent of the industry, 
showed total wage earners in July 
of 823,888. Wage earners in these 
plants have increased from 697,355 
in April to 751,672 in May and 
791,753 in June. 

These companies have set an 
anticipated peak of 1,401,856. 


Shipments and man hours for 
July are not yet available, but the 
WPB branch records show June 
shipments from these 686 plants 
were nearly $700,000,000, of which 
91.7 percent were war goods. In 
June, 90.9 percent of the man hours 
were on war work. 


The 823,888 wage earners in the 
686 plants, were distributed as 
follows: Auto manufacturers (9 
companies, operating 195 plants) 
436,969; truck companies (34 com- 
panies, operating 42 plants) 33,962; 
parts companies (199 companies, 
operating 449 plants) 352,957. 


Of the total number of wage 
earners, 567,446, or 69 percent, were 
classed as production workers. 


additional plants will be awarded 
joint production flags. 

Added to the industry’s impres- 
sive list are: 

Monroe Auto Equipment Co.; 
Ford Motor Co.’s Chester (Pa.) 
plant; three divisions of Timken- 
Detroit Axle Co.; Briggs Mfg. Co.'s 
Conner plant in Detroit; Federal 
Motor Truck Co.; Chrysler Corp.’s 
Lynch Rd., Highland Park, Plym- 
outh, Dodge, DeSoto and Jefferson 
plants; Eaton Mfg. Co., and Climax 
Molybdenum Co.’s Detroit labora- 
tory, its conversion plant at Lang- 
loth, Pa., and its mine at Climax, 
Colo. 

Timken-Detroit received its 
award at ceremonies at the plant 
Thursday, with Gen. J. E. Barzyn- 
ski, commanding general, Chicago 
quartermaster Depot, presenting 
the flag to R. G. Goldie, Timken 
vice-president. 

Ceremonies for Timken’s other 
two divisions—the Wisconsin Axle 
division in Oshkosh, and _ Illinois 
Mfg. division at Waukegon—re- 
ceived their awards on Saturday. 


N. J. to Make New Try 


For Wage-Hour Law 

NEWARK, N. J.— Indications 
that a drive for enactment of a 
state wage-hour act will again be 
made in New Jersey next year, 
with the support of Gov. Charles 
Edison, were seen at the 64th 
annual convention of the State 
Federation of Labor which con- 
cluded here Sept. 3. 

Gov. Edison reiterated his advo- 
cacy of such legislation and ex- 
pressed the conviction that efforts 
toward its enactment should not 
be halted by the war. Numerous 
attempts to secure the enactment 
of wage-hour bills have been un- 
successfully pressed in past ses- 
sions of the New Jersey legislature. 





In Production Drive 

WASHINGTON.—Labor-man- 
agement committees to push 
War Production Drives have 
been established in a total of 
1,300 American war plants, War 
Production Drive Headquarters 
announced last week. 

In announcing the names of 
the newest 100 plants, War Pro- 
duction Headquarters led the 
list with J. L. Sparling Pulley 
Mfg. Co. of Bay City, Mich. 
This is the two-man plant of 
“the old gent and myself” that 
recently achieved national fame. 
Sparling, the owner, 60, and his 
assistant, Percy Fogelsonger, 79, 
are working 15 hours a day 
seven days a week on war 
material. 


Suit Is Settled 
On GM Bonus 


NEW YORK.—An_§ agreement 
was made last week to settle for 
$4,000,000 the proceedings brought 
against officials of General Motors 
Corp. arising out of payments of 
bonuses to executives from 1930 to 
1940. Federal Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell signed an order setting Oct. 
5 as the date for a hearing on 
the compromise. 

In his order Judge  Leibell 
directed the corporation to notify 
its stockholders of the proposed 
settlement on or before Sept. 12. 

In trying the case _ brought 
against 10 executives of the 
corporation which began in 1936, 
Judge Leibell exonerated John J. 
Schumann, a director, and Clar- 
ence M. Woolley, a former director, 
and directed the eight others to 





reimburse the corporation for 
$4,348,044, plus interest charges 
estimated at .$2,000,000. These 
executives are Albert Bradley, 
Donaldson Brown, James DD. 


Mooney, Junius S. Morgan, Seward 
Prosser, Alfred P. Sloan jr., John 
Thomas Smith, George Whitney. 
The suit was filed by three 
minority stockholders of the 
corporation. 
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Set by Ordnance 


DETROIT.—William G. Lerchen, | 
investment banker, James B. An- | 
gell, attorney, and John H. French, 
former president and general man- | 
ager of Briggs Mfg. Co., are the 
members of a price adjustment 
board of the Detroit Ordnance dis- 
trict appointed last week by Col. 
A. B. Quinton jr., district chief. 


Function of the new board ac- 
cording to a statement issued by 
the ordnance district office, will be 
“to re-negotiate war contracts to 
eliminate excessive profits by 
amicable agreement.” 


Members of the new board will 
give their full time to this work 
and each will draw a salary of 
$8,000 a year. 

Explaining that the board was 
created to meet certain provisions 
of the National Defense Appropria- 
tion Act, approved last Apr. 28, 
Col. Quinton said: 

“There will be no coercive ac- 
tion. All changes in contracts will 
be made by agreement with the 
manufacturers. There is no stigma 
attached to hearings before the 


Schults Sell Interest 


In Aireraft Firm 

ELKHART, Ind.—Hoosier Aijir- 
craft, Inc., local air craft manu- 
facturing company, started last 
October, has formed a new corpo- 
ration and will have branch offices 
in Washington, New York and 
Chicago, according to Samuel M. 
Revness, a member of the board 
of directors. 

Wilbur J. Schult, William J. 
Schult and Walter O. Wells, all of 
the Schult Trailers, Inc., here, 
among the original incorporators, 
have sold their interests to a group 
of purchasers, including Revness, 
John F. Foster of New York City 
and Walter M. Ballard of Wash- 
ington. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew ow! 







board as the members will examine 
practically every contract held by 


| the Detroit Ordnance district. 


“Manufacturers should welcome 
the opportunity to divest them- 
selves of what some might call 
war profits. No manufacturer 
wants to be called a war profiteer. 
These hearings will offer an op- 
portunity to decide what is fair 
and reasonable from a standpoint 
of corporate profits in war time.” 


Tool Knowledge 
Licks Problem 
On Tool Job 


DETROIT.—An example of how 
ingenious application of tool knowl- 
edge solved a perplexing manufac- 
turing problem and contributed to 
ahead-of-schedule production on a 
big gun job, was cited last week 
by E. F. Fisher, general manager 
of Fisher Body. 


When Fisher Body undertook 
production of anti-aircraft weapons 
of a type among the most powerful 
known, the plant which was to 
build the upper carriage discovered 
that the machines it would need 
could not be obtained from normal 
sources for at least 18 months. 
Officials of the Ternstedt Mfg. divi- 
sion, which was assigned the gun 
job, decided they had no alternative 
but to build the machines them- 
selves. 


A total of well over 25 boring 
machines were built to do the job 
and as a result, gun production not 
only has not been delayed but is 
running far ahead of expectation. 


The machines are unique applica- 
tion of single purpose equipment 
for multiple duties. Standard type 
heads were designed for the ma- 
chines so that parts for them could 
be farmed out to numerous small 
machine shops not equipped to 
build entire machine tools. 





Text of Order on Conditioning of Frozen Cars 


Herewith is the complete text of 
new regulations governing the 
conditioning of frozen new cars, as 
issued by War Production Board, 
Office of Price Administration, Re- 
construction Finance Corp. and 
Office of Defense Transportation. 

The new regulations, effective 
Sept. 30, were published in AUToMo- 
TIVE News of Sept. 7 but are re- 
printed herewith in compact form 
for easy filing and reference. 


Amendment 4 to Revised Price 
Schedule 85, New Passenger Cars. 


A statement of the considerations 


: involved in the issuance of this amend- 


ment has been prepared and filed with 
the Division of the Federal Register. 


Section 1360.51 (c) and 1360.52 (e) 


/ are amended, and a new 1360.62, Ap- 


pendix B: Standards for Maintenance 


of new passenger automobiles is added, 
as set forth below: 
; 1360.51 MAXIMUM WHOLESALE 


' PRICES FOR NEW 


PASSENGER 


: AUTOMOBILES. 






















(c) To the maximum price may be 
added an amount equal to 1 percent 
of the list price of the automobile, or 
$15, whichever is lower, for each cal- 
endar month or greater part thereof, 
after Jan. 31, 1942, which elapses prior 


‘ to the sale of the automobile by the 


manufacturer, distributor, or exporter: 
Provided, That the automobile shall, 
on and after Sept. 30, 1942, receive 
while in storage all the maintenance 
operations set forth in Appendix B, 
as therein required: Provided further. 
That no amount whatsoever under this 
paragraph (c) shall be added to the 
maximum wholesale price unless: 


(1) The automobile sold shall, on 
and after Sept. 30, 1942, have received 


' while in storage all the maintenance 


operations set forth in Appendix B, as 


therein required: and 


(2) The seller, at the time of sale, 
shall certify in writing to the pur- 
chaser and to the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration that the automobile sold 
has, on and after Sept. 30, 1942, re- 
ceived while in storage all the mainte- 
nance operations set forth in Appendix 
B, as therein required in the following 
orm: 


The undersigned hereby certifies 


eae automobile bearin 
motor number ............ and/or seria 
BUMADOR ncccsescseee has, on and after 


@ 9 : . 
September 30, 1942, received while in 
storage all the maintenance opera- 


tions set forth in Appendix B of 
Revised Price Schedule No. 85—New 
Passenger Automobiles, issued by 
the Office of Price Administration, 
as required therein. 


Dated 


The certification of the Office of 
Price Administration shall be filed to- 
gether with the report of sale required 
by Rationing Order 2A New Passenger 
Automobile Rationin Regulations, 
issued by the Office of Price Adminis- 
tration, with the War Price and Ra- 
tioning Board designated in such ra- 
tioning regulations to receive such 
report of sale. 

1390.52 MAXIMUM RETAIL PRICE 
FOR NEW PASSENGER CARS. 


(e) An amount equal to 1 percent 
of the list price of the automobile, 
or $15, whichever is lower, for each 
calendar month or greater part thereof, 
after Jan. 31, 1942, which elapses prior 
to the sale of the automobile to the 
urchaser: Provided, That the automo- 
ile shall on and after Sept. 31, 1942, 
receive while in storage all the mainte- 
nance operations set forth in Appendix 
B as therein required: Provided 
further, That no allowance whatsoever 


under this paragraph (e) shall be in- 
cluded in the maximum retail price 
unless: 


(1) The automobile sold shall, on and 
after Sept. 30, 1942, have received while 
in storage all the maintenance opera- 
tions set forth in Appendix B as 
therein required; an 


(2) Tne polies. ot the Gee of a 
shall ce n writing to the r- 
chaser and to the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration that the automobile sold 
has, on and after Sept. 30, 1942, re- 
ceived while in storage all the mainte- 
nance operations set forth in Appendix 
B as therein required, in the form 
provided in 1360.51 (c) (2). The certi- 
fication to the Office of Price Adminis- 
tration shall be filed together with 
the report of sale required by Ration- 
ing Order 2A, New Passenger Auto- 
mobiles Rationing Regulations, issued 
by the Office of Price Administration, 
with the War Price and Rationing 
Board designated in such rationing 
regulation to receive such report of 
sale. 

1390.62 APPENDIX B: STANDARDS 
FOR MAINTENANCE OF NEW PAS- 
SENGER AUTOMOBILES. (a) General 
Instructions. (1) All new passenger 
automobiles must be stored indoors. 
Select a clean, dry building suitable 
for the storage of such automobiles. 


Reprinted in Compact Form for Easy Filing and Reference 


Cover all openings through which 
animals and birds may enter storage 
space. Prevent water leakage. Remove 


loose dirt and whitewash lime. 


(2) Allow sufficient space between 
vehicles for accessibility to perform 
all specified maintenance operations. 


(3) The operations specified under 
the heading ‘‘Maintenance Operations”’ 
are of two categories: ‘‘Initial’’ opera- 
tions, which if not already performed. 
are to be performed, and ‘‘Repeat’’ 
operations which must be performed 
at intervals of six months, or when 
necessary as indicated below. 

1. INITIAL AND WHENEVER 
NECESSARY. VEHICLE. 

(a) Thoroughly wash vehicle, remove 
all foreign substances, mud, dirt, 
grease spots, oil, tar. 

(b) Check paint, touch up all exposed 
metal surfaces to prevent rust. : 

2. INITIAL. WINDSHIELD WIPER. 

Remove blades, store in glove com- 
partment. 

3. INITIAL AND EVERY SIX 
MONTHS. UPHOLSTERY AND 
FLOOR COVERINGS. 

(a) Clean and moth-proof all uphol- 


stery, including seat cushions, seat 
books, side walls, headlinings, floor 
mats and carpets. 

Initial: 


((b) After moth-proofing upholstery, 
protect it from direct sunlight, except 
when on display in customary display 
room, by one of the following methods: 


(1) Cover all openings through which 
light may enter storage space. 


(2) Cover the inside of all vehicle 
windows and windshields with paper, 
using masking tape. 


(3) Cover the vehicle with a paper 
or cloth cover. 


(4) Completely cover all upholstery 
with paper, using masking tape. 

Initial: 

(c) Place floor mats in their normal 
position on floor, not rolled up. 


4. INITIAL AND WHENEVER 
NECESSARY. CHROME-PLATED 
SURFACES. 


Thoroughly wash and clean _ all 
chrome-plated surfaces with clear 
water; when dry, apply a coating of 
light oil, liquid wax, or _ special 
preparations; wipe off until no excess 
oil or wax appears on the surface of 
the chrome. 


5. INITIAL. CONVERTIBLE TOPS. 
With respect to convertibles, see 
that the tops are up and leave the 


shipping cover over the top, or cover | 
it with paper, using masking tape. 

6. INITIAL. ENGINE. 

(a) Drain engine oil and refill crank 
case with at least % charge of rust- 
inhibiting oil. 

(b) Run engine for 5 minutes at idle 
speed or about 1,000 rpm. Leave this 
oil in engine. 

7. INITIAL. FUEL SYSTEM AND 
CARBURETOR. 


(a) Drain gpaatine tank completely 
and replace filler cap to exclude dust. 

(b) Run engine until all gasoline is 
consumed. 


8. INITIAL. SPARK PLUGS. 


Remove’ spark pines. Inject two 
ounces of rust-inhibiting oil into each 
cylinder when piston is on the power 
stroke. Slowly turn engine over a 
few revolutions with starter. Replace 
spark plugs. 


9. INITIAL. VALVE COMPART- 
MENT (OVERHEAD VALVE EN- 
GINES. 

Remove cover. Spray rust-preventive 
compound or SAE 10-W on mechanism 
and inside cover, or park with oil 
soaked rags. Replace cover. 


10. INITIAL. SEAL ENGINE. 


Seal the engine. This can be 
in the following manner: 


Remove engine oil filler tube cover 
and crankcase breather cover, if there 
is one, and seal the openings. Also 
seal the air cleaner, tail pipe, and 
any other openings into the engine. 
Tubes or pipes can be sealed satisfac- 
torily 7 covering with a small piece 
of oiled or waxed paper, gathering 
the edges of the paper around the 
tube and tying them with a cord. 
The air cleaner can be sealed con- 
veniently by covering with a paper bag 
and tying a cord around it at the solid 
part on the engine side of the air in- 
take openings. Sealing the engine to 
a large extent prevents air moisture 
from entering the engine. 


Note: Since no provision has been | 
made for turning the engine over at 
regular intervals, it is absolutely 
essential that the recommended pro- 
cedure for conserving the engine be 
followed carefully. 


11. INITIAL. BATTERY REMOVAL. 


(a) Remove the battery and store it | 
in a cool place near recharging equip- | 
ment, to facilitate servicing. Clean | 
battery connections and wipe with| 
light grease. | 


(b) If dealer has portable battery | 
charging equipment, he may elect to 


done 











leave battery in vehicle. 
battery must be maintained as per item 
12 below. 


12. INITIAL AND AS SPECIFIED 


In either case 


UNDER ‘‘MAINTENANCE  OPERA- 
TIONS.” BATTERY MAINTENANCE. 


(a) Check the specific gravity at 
regular intervals of six weeks, except 
in extremely hot weather when inspec- 
tion periods should be cut to three 
weeks. (b) Check and correct water 
level at each inspection and recharge 
batteries as necessary to bring gravity 
reading to 1,280 or above. In no case 
should the specific grevity be allowed 
to fall below 1,220. These specific 
gravity readings are given for bat- 
teries at 60 degrees F. air temperature. 


13. INITIAL. COOLING SYSTEM. 


Compltey drain cooling system in- 
cluding radiator, cyitnder block, pump, 
heater, hose and all water connections. 
Leave system dry. 

Note: If coolant contains anti-freeze 
and rust-inhibiting solution, it may be 
left in the cooling system. 

14. INITIAL. BRAKES. 

Leave all brakes in released position. 

15. INITIAL. CLUTCH. 


Block the pedal of dry clutches in 
partially disengaged position. It is 
not necessary to disengage other type 
clutches. 


16. INITIAL AND AS SPECIFIED 
UNDER MAINTENANCE OPERA- 
TIONS. TIRES. 


Jack up vehicle in storage location 
taking weight off the tires. Maintain 
the air in tires between % and % 
operating pressures so that vehicles can 
be pushed or towed out quickly if 
necessary in an emergency. Tension 
in cords will be relieved by lowered 
pressure. 


17. INITIAL AND IF NECESSARY, 
EVERY SIX MONTHS WHERE AP- 
PLICABLE. HOOD LATCHES, HIN- 
GES, BRAKE CONNECTIONS. 

Lubricate with light oil all hood 
latches, hinges, and brake connections. 


18. INITIAL WHERE APPLICABLE. 
DOORS AND WINDOWS. 


(a) Close doors, windows tightly. 
(b) Close all venti-panes. 


(c) Leave cowl ventilator open (if 
screened). 

Note: Materials called for in the 
performance of these maintenance 
operations such as oils, wax and rust- 


| inhibitor, should be of a grade recom- 


mended by the vehicle manufacturer. 
Effective Sept. 30, 1942. 


nee 
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Shortage of Mechanics 


Perils Columbus 


Special to Automotive News | 


COLUMBUS, O. — Automobile | 
dealers in Columbus, who operate 
service departments, are confronted 
with a serious situation due to the 
shortage of mechanics and condi- 
tions along this line are becoming 
worse rather than showing any 
signs of improvement. 

Many of the mechanics who have 
been employed in these service de- 
partments, some for long periods 
of time are being attracted to 
employment in defense plants at 


higher wages and their former 


WPB Restrictions 
On Anti-Freeze 
Effective Oct. 1 


DETROIT.—Anti-freeze mixtures 
will be subject to restriction when 
glycols are put under complete 
allocation and use control, effective 


Oct. 1, by General Preference 
Order M-215, WPB’s Director Gen- 
eral for Operations announced 
last week. 

Glycols, meaning ethylene gly- 
col, propylene glycol, diethylene 


glycol and triethylene glycol, are 
widely used for military engine 
coolants and anti-freezes, as a 
component in dynamite manufac- 


ture, as a fluid for hydraulic sys-| 


tems in aircraft and_ ships, in 
cutting oils and other industrial 
products, as tobacco moistening 
agents, in food, drug, and a number 
of miscellaneous products. Glycols 
can be substituted for glycerine, 
now critically short, and it is the 
intention of this order to encourage 


employers have no source from 
which to draw for replacements. 

The situation has reached a point 
where none of the firms are mak- 
ing any special drive for business 
in their service departments as 
they have in the past, due to the 
fact that they have more business 
than they can handle with the 
available mechanical force at hand. 
A few firms are still following their 
old custom of telephone calls and 
direct mail solicitation for business. 

In a series of interviews with a 
dozen or more leading dealers, the 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS_ correspondent 
found that one company had dis- 
continued its night service and 
transferred the mechanical force 
to day work to handle what busi- 
ness is available. 

Another firm reported that in- 
stant service in their department 
was a thing of the past and that 
they were endeavoring to educate 
their customers to bring in their 
cars and leave them until their 
work could be given attention. 
Still another company stated they 
were from two to three days be- 
hind in their service work due to 
the shortage of mechanics, while 
other firms are going along in their 
usual way attempting to take on 
the business as best they can. 


As the result of existing condi- 
tions one well known firm of auto- 
mobile dealers last week sold all 
of its stock and equipment and has 
retired from business. 


In addition to losing many me- 
chanics to the war industries here 
some companies have been having 
the same experience in their stock 
rooms, with the result that heads 


this substitution wherever possible.| of firms have had to take their 
Increased supplies of the glycols| turn in working these departments. 


are dependent upon raw materials, 
production facilities being ample. 
Chlorine provides the _ principal 
material problem at present in 
their manufacture. Increase or de- 
crease in output of individual gly- 
cols can be varied by changing the 
raw materials used. The order 


provides that manufacturers must 
follow the directions of WPB 
as to what glycols they may 
manufacture. 


The text of the order forbids any 
person to deliver, accept delivery 
of, or use glycols unless he has 
specific authorization by WPB to 
do so. Deliveries of 55 gallons or 
less are excepted, if they are not 
to be used for anti-freeze purposes. 

Anti-freeze, which is now manu- 
factured containing glycols, is not 
covered by the order, though noth- 
ing in M-215 is to be construed to 
permit manufacture of anti-freeze 
in violation of the anti-freeze 
limitation order, L-51. 


Cuban Motorists Can Drive 
Cars Only in Office Hours 


HAVANA.—Cuba’s Office in Con- 
trol of price and supply has pro- 
hibited the use of privately-owned 
automobiles, except in office hours, 
as a means of conserving gasoline. 

Private automobiles may be used 
only from 7 am. to 9 p.m. on 
weekdays and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays. Use is prohibited on 
Sunday and holidays. Physicians 
are exempted. 





Give Motorists Gasoline 
To Go South, It’s Urged 

WASHINGTON. — American 
Automobile Assn. has proposed 
to the Office of Price Adminis- 
tration that families desiring to 
live in Florda or other parts of 
the South this winter receive 
sufficient gasoline to drive there 
and back as a means of saving 
the fuel oil they might otherwise 
use for heating in their North- 
ern homes. 

At the same time the associa- 
tion urged rationing officials to 
assure uniform treatment of 
visitors to the Eastern rationed 
area by all local rationing 
boards, recommending a change 
in the situation under which, it 
said, persons coming into the 
area immediately prior to Sept. 
21 will have only one or two 
gasoline coupons for immediate 
use, while those coming in after 
Sept. 21 will have up to eight 
coupons. 











Dimout Area Is Set 
For Massachusetts 


BOSTON. — Frank A. Goodwin, 
motor vehicle registrar, has map- 
ped out the official section on 
Massachusetts highways where mo- 
torists must follow’ regulations 
under penalty of law. Along the 
coast line motorists must drive 
with only parking lights, or three 
candlepower beams at a maximum 
speed of 15 miles an hour. 

Inland the border takes in many 
cities and towns from the New 
Hampshire line to that of Rhode 
Island. In this area the speed is 
limited to 30 miles an hour and 
the drivers must use the low beam 
only. Since the official proclama- 
tion was made but a few weeks 
ago, motorists are being given time 
to get acquainted with the regula- 
tions, except along the coast line 
where all areas are marked, before 
police must enforce the law. 


Happened in Australia; 
Could Happen Here 


DETROIT.—A tune-up man 
from “down under” reports that 
when motor car fuel was ra- 
tioned in Australia, the supply 
allotted to each individual seem- 
ed so small that a great many 
owners promptly laid up their 
cars. However, after some weeks 
it dawned on them that they 


were not even using the amount 
of gasoline to which they were 
entitled. What happened then? 


Nothing happened; that is, 
most of the engines wouldn’t 
start and run after a lay-up of 
@ month or two. Batteries were 
down. Carburetors were gummy. 
Tires were flat in some cases. 
Everything was falling apart, so 
the Specialized Service stations 
proceeded to enjoy the greatest 
boom in their history. 


Canada Limits 


Anti-Freeze 
MONTREAL. — Passenger 





car 


and truck owners will be allowed | 


sufficient alcohol for their radiators 
this winter, but all types of more 
stable anti-freeze will be diverted 
to the making of explosives and 
other war chemicals, the Depart- 
ment of Munitions and Supply 
announces. 

A new order issued by E. T. 
Sterne, chemical controller, and 
approved by R. C. Berkinshaw, 
chairman of the Wartime Indus- 
tries Control Board, prohibits the 
sale of ethylene glocol type anti- 
freeze for use in trucks, motor- 
cycles and passenger cars. A 
previous order banned the use of 
glycerine as anti-freeze for motor 
vehicles. 

Ethylene glycol anti-freeze has 
been sold to the public under a 
variety of trade names. In limited 
quantities it will still be manu- 
factured under the direction of the 
chemicals controller, but will not 
be marketed through service, sta- 
tions, garages and other’ usual 
trade channels. 


La. Repeals Law Banning 


Sunday Fuel Service 


BATON ROUGE, La.—Gov. Sam 
H. Jones has signed a bill, passed 
at a 12-day session of the Louisiana 
legislature, repealing the statewide 
law requiring the closing on Sun- 
day of all filling and_ service 
stations except a few designated 
emergency stations. 


The closing law was sponsored 
principally by the Service Station 
Assn. of Louisiana, of which the 
principal group is in New Orleans. 
This group opposed repeal but it 
was favored in other sections of 
the state. 


24-Hour Wrecker Service 
Builds Volume in Ala. _ 


TALLADEGA, Ala.—A _ wrecker 
service, with two wreckers on call 
24 hours a day, is a big business 
builder for Cheaha Motors, Chevro- 
let dealer here. 

The two wreckers have in effect 
joined the Army. That is because 
Talladega is a hustling war produc- 
tion center and much of the 
wrecker service is devoted to pull- 
ing out or pulling in trucks, loaded 
with vital war materials, or aiding 
buses or cars, engaged in carrying 
the bustle of defense workers. 
Even an occasional “jeep” has to 
have help. 

Just as the wreckers are good 
soldiers in bringing in disabled 
vehicles, the shop gives them 
preference in repair work. 

In view of this situation, Howard 
Cater, service manager, said shop 


|tempo had been stepped up at 
| least 50 percent, necessitating some 
| night work. Speed and more speed 
|is the watchword. 
| quired a larger force of mechanics 


This has re- 


and keeping good men is the big 
headache for which Cater admits 
he has no remedy. But he man- 


| ages to keep things moving through 


the shop with plenty of dispatch. 
This concern, of which Jimmie 
Hicks is president, has a working 


| agreement with the highway patrol, 
| the sheriff and the police to pull in 


wrecks which may be blocking the 


highways or streets. Thorough- 
fares must be kept cleared in view 
of the heavy defense activity and 
the only stipulation of traffic offi- 
cers is that “you come when you 
are called.” So speed begins with 
the dispatch of the wrecker, then 
in reconditioning the disabled 
vehicle and finally in notifying the 
owner it is “ready to ride.” 


Cater said that the company is 
now getting calls to pick up cars 
which had been stripped of their 
tires by thieves. Where a wrecked 
car is pulled in and is likely not to 
be repaired for some days, the tires 
are removed and placed under lock 
and key as a safety precaution. 


“Of course we have advertised 
our wrecker service extensively and 
have two well-equipped wreckers, 
one of which has 500 feet of cable 
with it,” Cater said. 


Naturally the wreckers prove 
quite a feeder of the heavy repair 
department. The company bids on 
all the jobs and gets many of them 
by virtue of its first contact 
through the wrecker service. A 
budget department is featured for 
the benefit of those who wish to 
finance reconditioning jobs on easy 
terms. 








All Wars End! There'll be Cars and 
Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


| 200-Mile Limit 
r or Tank Trucks 
Asked by API 


WASHINGTON.—Manufacture of 
“quick” synthetic rubber, supplies 
of petroleum for the East Coast 
and other parts of the United 
States, extraordinary costs caused 
by the impact of war, progress in 
the building of new and second- 
hand pipe lines, and the equitable 
sharing of available production 
materials, were among the many 
far-reaching petroleum war prob- 
lems discussed at the September 
meeting of the Petroleum Industry 
War Council last week, William R. | 
Boyd jr., chairman, announces. 

The report of the committee on 
the Impact of the War, which 
explained historically the nature 
and extent of the extraordinary 
costs being borne by the industry, 
was discussed in great detail, Boyd 
said, and was referred back to the 
committee for the addition of facts 
to bring it up to date and for the 
consideration of other recommen- 
dations. It will be presented again 
at the October meeting of the) 
council. 

Equitable sharing by all oil pro- | 
ducers of the remaining inventories | 
of production supplies and equip- | 
ment was called for in a resolution | 
by the council, requesting the | 
| Petroleum Coordinator to appoint | 
committees on materials and sup- 
| plies in each district. The com- 
mittees would be authorized to} 
formulate plans to effect such | 
| 





equitable distribution, make esti- | 
mates of future materials require- | 
ments, and take inventories of all | 
important supplies. 

Restricting the use of tank cars 
to movements of more than 150 
miles by revision of the Office of 
Defense Transportation Order'| 
limiting their use to more than 100 

miles, and a complimentary exten- 
sion of the allowable distances for 
tank trucks from 100 miles to 200 
miles, where such use of these 
vehicles now is _ restricted, were 
requested in other resolutions ad- 
dressed to the Petroleum Coordina- 
tor by the council. 

A resolution of the committee on 
refining was adopted expressing the 
opposition of the council to the 
fixing of any limitation on octane 
number specifications and on the 
volume of sales of premium grade 
gasoline until the necessity for 
so doing can be demonstrated. 

Problems of production, refining, 
transportation, marketing, natural 
gas and natural gasoline, protec- 
tion of petroleum facilities, petro- 
leum economics, cost and price 
| adjustment, pipeline construction, 
and synthetic rubber were dis- 
ol. by the chairmen of these 
council committees. 

G. R. Cottrelle, oil controller for 
Canada; R. D. Young, vice-presi- 
dent of Rubber Reserve Co.; J. R. 
Sloan of Office of Defense Trans- 
portation; E. C. Hannum of the 
Budget Bureau, and Otis McClin- 
| tock, J. H. McNamara, and Robert 
Capps of the War Production 
| Board, were visitors at sessions of 
the council. 

Petroleum Coordinator Ickes and 
| Ralph K, Davies, deputy petroleum 
| coordinator, discussed problems of 

the coordinator’s office, and direc- 
tors of various divisions reported 
their activities during August. 


It costs you about a penny-a-day to 
keep abreast of the automotive news— 
better renew NOW! 





New Anti-Tank Weapons 


Now Being Tested 


DETROIT. — New ways to 
fight tanks, involving new wea- 
pons and new tactics, are being 
rushed by the Army. 

The weapons, called TD’s by 
the 300 Army officer-pupils who 
are maneuvering them over 
108,000 bumpy acres of Texas 
this summer to develop methods 
for their use, are being produced 
by former manufacturers of 
passenger cars and trucks. The 
weapons are variously described 
as mobile cannon, combat cars 
and trackless tanks but the 
most accurate name for them 
is tank destroyers. 

Capable of speeds up to 170 
m.p.h., these motorized vehicles 
travel on multiple wheels. Light- 
ly armored, they are heavily 
armed. Their guns, in several 
calibers, are mounted to fire 

'| forward in direction of travel. 


| 
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MacArthur Pays 
Tribute to Men 
In War Plants 


DETROIT.—A letter from Gen- 
eral MacArthur in which he paid 
high tribute to men on the war 
production lines has been received 
by E. F. Fisher, general manager 
of the Fisher Body division of 
General Motors. 

MacArthur’s letter, dated June 
9 at General Headquarters, South- 
west Pacific Area, said: 

“Thank you very much for your 
letter of Apr. 28 which has just 
arrived, and for the copy of the 
poster you so thoughtfully en- 
closed. The report you make of 
the work being achieved by your 
factories is inspiring indeed. It 
represents the kind of patriotism 
that galvanizes the whole nation 
to action and the type of effort 
that will give victory to American 
arm. 


“Those who with you are mak- 
ing the weapons needed by the 
men at the front are as entitled 
to the nation’s gratitude as those 
who are fighting on the battle- 
field. Whenever any of your work- 
ers sees the poster, I would like 
him to feel that I am saluting 
each and every one of you in the 
name of the soldiers in my com- 
mand who are determined to 
achieve victory no matter what 
the cost.” 


The poster to which General 
MacArthur refers is one designed 
by Fisher Body for its war pro- 
duction drive. It shows General 
MacArthur at salute and bears 
the words he spoke on arrival in 
Australia from the Philippines: 
“T’ll do my best.” Across the cen- 
ter of the poster is the reply of 
all Fisher Body employes: “Me 
Too, Mac,” and at the bottom is 
the continuing theme of the en- 
tire drive, applicable to all phases 


|of Fisher Body war production: 


“Keep ’Em Fighting.” 


Rasmussen in Charge 
Of Crosley Division 


CINCINNATI.—James H. Ras- 
mussen, manager of the appliance 
division of Crosley Corp., has been 
named by R. C. Cosgrove, vice- 
president and general manager of 
Crosley’s manufacturing division, 
to head up the company’s opera- 
tions in domestic, commercial and 
government automotive products. 


Rasmussen will take over duties 
previously handled by Hugh A. 
Pollock, former automotive division 
head. He will assume direction of 
the activities in connection with 
the company’s current development 
of small military cars, including 
a small 
scout and light reconnaisance car, 
which is now undergoing tests 
at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 














